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Figure 1:  Sensitization on Human- Wildlife conflicts around  Bénoué National Park 

  

 Introduction 

 

Biodiversity in West and Central Africa are facing more and more challenging 

circumstances. People are searching for more fertile land, due to irregular rainy seasons, 

and insecurity and violence in the region increases the pressure on the remaining 

protected areas. As one of the three remaining Important Biodiversity Areas in West & 

Central Africa, the Bénoué Complex in Northern Cameroon, consisting of 3 National Parks 

(namely Bénoué, Faro and Bouba- NdjIda NP) and 32 Hunting Zones, is no exception to 

this rule. Recognized as one of the three remaining hotspots for lions (Bauer et al., 2015), 

it is a key linkage between Central & West Africa’s Savannah landscape (Croes et al, 

2011). Although, lion’s abundance has remained relatively stable over the last decade 

(Riggio et al., 2013; Bauer et al., 2015) with an estimate of 250 adults, it remains a 

vulnerable population. In addition to the pressures mentioned above the PAs face massive 



livestock incursions (nr of animals; 526,233, WCS 2015), ignorance of local communities, 

and ineffective wildlife management (e.g. corruption, staff transfers, budget cuts), leading 

to lion livestock conflicts (e.g. poisoning inside the park, livestock depredation) and to prey 

abundance below-carrying capacity. In 2007, the NGO Leo Foundation (LF), WildCRU 

together with the Garoua Wildlife College started the Lion guards (LGs) program in 

Northern Cameroon (4 NPs) and Chad (1 NP) with support of various funding partners 

(US FWS, NG BCI, PBNF, etc.). 10 local guides, which live and work, in and around their 

national parks and the adjoining hunting zones, received training in survey methodology 

(e.g. camera trapping, tracks, call-ups, diet) zoology, environmental education and HWC 

mitigation. Their main activities were/are monitor general trends of the lions and other 

large carnivore populations with spoor surveys in the four NPs and several HZs, 

environmental education on primary schools and HWC mitigation sessions. BEDD was 

added as a partner to the LGs in 2015 and has continued the project on a small scale with 

6 guards in the Benoue Complex the last two years. The LGs were of invaluable factor for 

the assessment of lion abundances in 2015, trends comparison in space and time (NP vs 

HZ and year vs year), desnaring of 3 lions, dozens of HWC mitigation and reduction 

around Faro and Bouba Ndijda NP, 2 bushcamps and dozens of environmental education 

and sensitizaion sessions, this all has added to the population remaining stabile the last 

years. No other projects are currently centered on lions and/or other large carnivores in 

this region, which creates a niche/demand from local park services for a more targeted 

approach for this key species to continue the existing program and extend it for the next 

1 ½ years. This proposal is emphasizing on environmental education for primary school 

pupils, capacity building of staff and local guides, HWC mitigation and monitoring, and 

spoor survey counts by the LGs. This all, will contribute to the conservation of lions and 

other biodiversity in an area where reversal of the trend is biologically possible and socially 

acceptable. Activities have been fine- tuned with already present conservation partners 

like African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) and Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS).  

 
 
 

Objectives 

  

1. Increase the awareness, knowledge and comprehension of about 850 school 

children from communities of livestock owners living around the Benoue National 

Park on the complex relationship between human, wildlife and ecosystem; 

2. Increase the awareness and comprehension of about 850 local villagers living 

around the Benoue National Park on lions, its habitat and possibilities to co-exist. 

 

Methods 

 

We were made up of one team of 6 people for the Bénoué block. We were supported by 

teachers, and principals in primary and secondary schools. 



 
Fig 2: Team teaching environmental education in primary schools  

- A field coordinator Romaric Tegang, responsible for the activities in the field, 

coordinated the mission in all aspects from starting to ending. He has taught school 

children and local villagers around the Benoue National Park,  

- a field assistant Maloum Saleh, two lion guards Aoudou Oumarou and Bobo 

Lamine assisted the coordinator in teaching local people in their native language 

which was Fulfulde, 

- The two Eco guards representing the park services helped us in teaching school 

children and local communities in environmental education and HWC as well.  

 

Results 
 
Based on our objectives, we obtained the following results: 

- A total of 1050 pupils were sensitized 

- A total of 870 local villagers were sensitized 

 Day 1: Friday 11th  November 2022 

- Sensitization of Primary school Demsa : 166 school children, 



 

Fig 3: School children of Demsa 

- Sensitization of Primary school Leunda: 70 school children, 

 

 Day 2: Saturday 12th November 2022 

- Sensitization of villagers of Demsa: 48 persons, 

 

 Day 3: Sunday 13th November 2022 

- Sensitization of villagers of Leunda: 101 persons, 



 

Fig 4: Sensitization in Village of Leunda by Ecoguard, one of our team members 

  

- Sensitization of villagers of Ganani: 134 persons, 

- Sensitization of villagers of Kotimanga : 115 persons, 



 

Fig 5: School children of primary school Kotimanga 

 

 Day 4: Monday 14th November 2022 

- Sensitization of Primary school Ganani : 137 school children, 

- Sensitization of Primary school Kotimanga : 147 school 

children, 

 Day 5: Tuesday 15th November 2022 

- Sensitization of  Bilingual Primary school Bokko : 126 school 

children, 

- Sensitization of villagers of Bokko: 108 persons, 



 

Fig 6: Sensitization in Bokko Village in Fulfulde by Lion Guards Aoudou Oumarou  

 

 Day 6: Wednesday 16th November 2022 

- Sensitization of primary school Gamba Crew 1 : 60 school 

children, 

- Sensitization of primary school Gamba crew 2: 75 school 

children, 

 Day 7: Thursday 17th November 2022 

- Sensitization of primary school Banda: 153 school children, 

- Sensitization of villagers of Banda: 122 persons 

- Sensitization of villagers of Bawan: 121 persons 



 

Fig 7: Sensitization in village Bawan by the coordinator  

 Day 8: Friday 18th November 2022 

- Sensitization of Government High School Gamba : 116 school 

children, 

- Sensitization of villagers of Gamba : 121 persons 

 



 

Figure 8: Government High School Gamba 

  

 

Challenges 

 

The major difficulty found during the fieldwork was the bringing together of people in the 

villages. In some villages, the populations preferred to go to the farm for the rural activities 

despite the calls for the gathering of the village chiefs and this forced us to reschedule 

and postpone some sessions and adapt to another timeframe.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, we can say that the mission went well and all the objectives were achieved 

despite the challenges encountered. However, we recommend that these activities be 

repeated to allow local people and students to better assimilate knowledge about the lion 

and other large carnivores in order to better conserve them 


